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I. DFW Overview



DFW Demographics

• 5,727,391 Population
• Civilian Labor Force

– 3,137,254 

• Total Employed
– 3,005,442 

• Total Unemployed
– 131,812 

• Unemployment Rate
– 4.19%

• Ethnic Breakdown
– 54% White
– 25.8% Hispanic
– 13.6% African-American
– 4.6% Asian

• Median Income
– $48,577

• Average Age
– 33

• Male/Female %
– 49.98% Male
– 50.02% Female

Sources:  Bureau of Labor Statistics, January 2008, www.dallaschamber.org



Educational Attainment
(DFW Age 25 and Above)
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DFW Metroplex
Key Facts

• 4th most populous U.S. metro area 
• Led the nation in job growth during 1990s
• By 2015, DFW is expected to add 670,000 

net new jobs
• 12 counties, 126 cities and 9,108 square 

miles
• World’s 22nd biggest economy (>Turkey, 

Austria, Norway, etc.)
• World’s 3rd busiest airport
• 24 Fortune 500 Company Headquarters

Source: NCTCOG, Greater Dallas Chamber 2006, City of Dallas Office of International Affairs



DFW Area



Major Attractions

• Professional Sports
– Dallas Mavericks 

(NBA)
– Dallas Cowboys 

(NFL)
– Texas Rangers 

(MLB)
– Dallas Stars (NHL)

• Six Flags

• Dallas Museum of 
Art

• Ft. Worth Art 
Museum

• The Dallas World 
Aquarium

• Kimpbell Art 
Museum



DFW Economic Indicators 
($ Billions)

$107.2$80.9$35.1Retail 
Sales

$197.9$162.9$100.0Real 
Personal 
Income

$285.8$240.0$132.1Real 
Gross 
Area 
Product

200520001990

Sources:  Perryman Group/BLS/economy.com



DFW Total International Trade
($ millions)
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DFW Top 10 International Trading 
Partners  (Exports & Imports)
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Familiar Fortune 500 Firms With DFW HQ

• Dean Foods

• Blockbuster
• Celanese

• Centex
• D.R. Horton

• Electronic Data 
Systems

• ExxonMobil

• J.C. Penney

• Kimberly-Clark
• RadioShack

• Southwest Airlines
• Tenet Healthcare

• Texas Instruments
• Triad Hospitals

• TXU



II. DFW High Tech Economy



Dallas Ranked  #2 U.S.  “Tech-Pole”
by the Milken Institute

Over 300 U.S. metro area economies analyzed.
High-tech component of economies measured by:

concentration - vertical density of high-tech industry

breadth - horizontal span of high-tech industry

COMPOSITE TECH-POLE INDEX

San Jose 23.69 Boston          6.31    
Dallas                          7.06 Seattle          5.19                 
Los Angeles 6.91                  Wash. DC     5.08

Source: “America’s High-Tech Economy”, Milken Institute, July, 1999 (as of 2/07, no update 
has been made available)



DFW Ranks as #3 “Cybercity” 
Based on Number of High-Tech Workers in 45 SIC cate gories

• San Jose 252,900
• Boston 234,800
• D/FW 199,522
• Chicago 180,400
• Washington 177,700
• Los Angeles 160,544
• Atlanta 117,300
• New York City 115,900
• Minneapolis/St. Paul 98,400

Other Texas cities: Houston #14, Austin #16;
Source: AeA study sponsored by NASDAQ, December, 2000.Data from BLS 1993-1998. (as of 2/07, 
no update has been made available)



Dallas the Fastest-Growing Cybercity

• 6,745 high-tech companies
• 225,000 high-tech jobs
• 109 high-tech jobs per 1,000; 11th densest in US
• $62,682 average high-tech wage; 16th highest in US

• Leading Cybercity for high-tech job growth 1993-199 8:

– CITY                     JOBS ADDED          % INCR EASE
– Dallas                      + 62,100      54%
– Seattle  + 25,900                           52%
– Atlanta                    + 38,500                           49%      
– San Jose                + 67,200                            36%
– Washington DC     + 46,400                            35%    

Source: AeA “Cybercities” report, 2000 (as of 1/08, no update has been made available), 
Greater Dallas Chamber of Commerce, 2006



Dallas High-Tech Employment
Sectors where D/FW ranks in Top 3 Nationally

• Data processing and information services - #1 in US
– Dallas                         21,449
– Washington DC         20,771
– Atlanta                       12,213

• Communications equipment manufacturing - #2 in US
– Chicago                     33,161   
– Dallas                        22,279
– Boston                      17,549

• Defense electronics manufacturing -#2 in US
– Los Angeles              35,534
– Dallas                           9,527
– Orange Co., CA           8,274

• Communication services - #3 in US
– New York                 53,198
– Atlanta                     49,440
– Dallas                      45,529

• Semiconductor manufacturing - #3 in US
– San Jose                 43,451
– Phoenix                   35,434
– Dallas                      22,459

Source: AeA “Cybercities” report, 2000. (as of 1/08, no 
update has been made available)



DFW is Texas’ Largest  Tech Employment Center

• Texas employs 435,446 technology workers

• DFW employs 227,350 technology workers

• DFW is home to 52% of Texas’ technology workers

• DFW tech clusters include Telecom, Information 
Technology, Semiconductors, Software & Aerospace



DFW Annual Tech Forecast Through 2010
Leading the National Averages 

3.7%4.5%Real Output 
Gains

1.49%1.8%Employment 
Gains

U.S.DFW

Source:  Perryman Group, 2007



DFW Tech Company Distribution
4,000 Companies Total - 2,000 in NE Metroplex

Source: Dr. Donald Hicks, UT Dallas, 2003, (based on 2001 data)



Richardson’s Telecom 
Corridor® History

Texas Instruments Founders
Erik Jonsson, Eugene McDermott, 

Cecil Green,  Henry Peacock

Collins Radio Founder
Arthur Collins



Telecom Corridor - Significant Corporate Events
• 1956 Texas Instruments announces campus
• 1957 Collins Radio announces campus
• 1971 Rockwell acquires Collins
• 1972 MCI opens office 
• 1978 Nortel buys DanRay
• 1984 Ericsson relocates HQ  
• 1988 Fujitsu announces campus
• 1988 Telecom Corridor  named
• 1989 Nortel and MCI major expansions
• 1996 Samsung relocates wireless group
• 2000 Cisco Systems announces campus
• 2003 Texas Instruments announces $3 billion 

semiconductor plant
• 2006 UTD completes $85 million engineering research 

center
• 2007 MetroPCS HQ relocates to Richardson



City - 28.2 Square Miles
97,700 Est. Population

Telecom Corridor
11 sq. mile business area 

3 sq. mile core 
Office Space  - 14 Million SF
Tech Space    - 9 Million SF

Tech Jobs  - 85,000+
Tech Companies  - 600+
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Richardson & The Telecom Corridor
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Telecom Corridor Area
Major High-Tech Employers

• Nortel 4,000
• Verizon 2,256
• AT&T 2,140
• Fujitsu 1,500
• Cisco Systems              1,400
• Rockwell Collins           1,100
• Hewlett-Packard              800
• Samsung 725
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Telecom Corridor
High-Tech Employment Density

With less than 1% of DFW’s 9,108 square miles, the 
Telecom Corridor area  contains approximately 37% 
of  DFW’s high-tech workforce.
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Telecom Corridor
International Companies

Nethawk

Nortel
EXFO America 

Samsung

Siemens 

Action Star

Huwei Technologies

Alcatel

Fujitsu
Anritsu

Wipro

Cambridge Silicon Radio
Titus (ASC)

IEX

Amdocs

Ericsson



Telecom Corridor
Industry clusters for the 600 Corridor High-Tech Co mpanies

• Telecommunications                        225

• Networks and IT    131

• Software                                           150

• Electronic Equipment 11

• Semiconductor         24

• Other High-Tech Categories            135
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Telecom Corridor
Higher Education Assets

• University of Texas at Dallas
– 3rd largest university in D/FW after UNT and UTA
– 14,556 students  (18% in Computer Science/Engineering)
– Leads the nation in the number of computer science degrees 

awarded
– 1st Telecommunications B.S. Degree in U.S. (1998)

• Richland and Collin Co. Community Colleges
– 22,000 Students 

• D/FW area universities (46)
– 230,000 students
– 30,000 Degrees annually



Telecom Corridor
The University of Texas at Dallas

• Seven schools, including Engineering & Computer 
Science, Natural Sciences & Mathematics and 
Management

• Average SAT score (1245 ) is on par with UT Austin

• Engineering & Computer Science School
– 2,656 students enrolled (Fall 2007)
– 41% Computer Science, 34% Electrical Engineering, 4 % 

Telecommunications Engineering and 8% Software 
Engineering

– More than 200 degrees awarded per year
– $85 million Engineering Research Center completed
– Operates largest internship & co-op program in Texa s 
– Currently over 500 students placements a year at DF W HT 

companies



III. Metroplex Technology Business 
Council



Metroplex Technology Business Council

A regional trade association of 300+ technology companies 
dedicated to the development of the technology business 
environment in the DFW Metroplex



Metroplex Technology Business Council 
History, Vision and Mission

• History:  Established in 1994, it is the oldest & 
largest technology council in DFW

• Vision Statement:  “To be the premier high-tech 
association enabling, communicating and catalyzing 
progress through technology, people and advocacy 
in North Texas”.

• Mission Statement: “To provide membership with 
the critical mass, cutting edge technology 
information, professional network, social 
environment and operational forum to succeed in 
today’s challenging technology markets”.



• Talent
– Increase the size and quality of Metroplex 

technology talent pool
• Branding

– Recognition of Metroplex as a major technological 
hub

• Innovation
– Encouraging technology entrepreneurship, 

commercialization and tech transfer
• Education

– Support K-12 programs in math, engineering, 
technology, science

– Support university tech education programs 

Metroplex Technology Business Council
Four Pillars of Activities 



www.metroplextbc.org

The End


